Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #19 – Do you believe in the Old Testament?


Part of rightly dividing the Bible is recognizing the distinction made between the old and new testaments. Because the Old Testament has been taken out of the way as a source of authority, many ask, “Do you believe in the Old Testament?”

Every word of God is both inspired and useful to his children: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Without an appreciation and knowledge of the Old Testament, any child of God is incompletely prepared to prove the will of Christ. The law that Moses gave was inscribed in stone by the finger of God and the prophecies came as “holy men from God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). 

The mission of Christ, however, was to fulfill the Law and Prophets (Matthew 5:17) and to replace the Old Testament system because it lacked a component of grace that would redeem sinners from death (Hebrews 9:11-22). He accomplished this feat of atonement on the cross and the old covenant became obsolete as a pattern of authority (Hebrews 8:13). The “law of commandments contained in ordinances” was abolished (Ephesians 2:15) by being nailed to the cross with Jesus (Colossians 2:14). The law was changed (Hebrews 7:12) so that all men could become a party to the new covenant of mercy. 

If the Old Testament is no longer in effect, this means that the 10 commandments have also been done away with (Second Corinthians 3:7-18). Nine of them, though, were renewed as part of the New Testament; only the Sabbath was not (Acts 20:7). 

What value, then, is the Old Testament? It still contains timeless wisdom that will guide our choices and steady reminders of the goodness and severity of God. “For whatever things were written before were written for our learning” (Romans 15:4, cf. First Corinthians 10:1-13).

1. Specifically, what does Paul have in mind when he praises Timothy for having been raised to know the “Holy Scriptures” (Second Timothy 3:14-15; cf. First Corinthians 15:3-4)?
Specifically, he is talking about the Old Testament, the only holy writings that would have existed in Timothy’s childhood. 

2. How did man receive the Old Testament (Second Peter 1:19-21)?
“Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

3. Did Jesus come to destroy the Law or the Prophets or the Psalms (Matthew 5:17-18)? Why did he come (Luke 24:44-49)? What is the difference?
Jesus did not come to destroy them, but to fulfill them. The Law was enacted to bring make men aware of their sin and need for grace. The prophets and Psalms predicted the vehicle of this grace in the person of the Messiah. Jesus did not violate or scorn the Scriptures, but brought them all to fruition. 

4. What did the Old Testament system lack that is present only in the New (Hebrews 10:1-10)? What made this possible?
The New Testament alone has the component of grace whereby sins are completely remitted and forgiveness wipes them away permanently. This is made possible because Christ became the sinless sacrifice for sins to appease divine justice.

5. As the book of Hebrews is written, the majority of Jews were continuing to worship as their parents had done before Christ came by burning incense, observing the Sabbath and slaughtering animals. What does the writer say about the old covenant, or law, in that era (Hebrews 8:13)?
That first covenant was obsolete and growing old, ready to vanish away.

6. What became of the Law of Moses according to Ephesians 2:14-16? According to Colossians 2:13-14? When did this occur?
It was abolished, wiped out, taken out of the way and nailed to the cross.

7. Does this include the abolition of the 10 commandments (Second Corinthians 3:7-11)? If so, does this mean that murder and adultery are not forbidden? If not, how are they forbidden?
The 10 commandments–the ministry of death–were abolished along with the rest of the Law. Except for the Sabbath, the other nine commandments are renewed in the New Testament.

8. How does each passage prove the abolition of the old law?
• Acts 10:9-23: God cleansed formerly unlawful foods and people in the transition from Old to New. If the old remained in effect, so would dietary rules.

• Hebrews 7:11-13: Christ could not serve as an Old Testament priest, so the law must change to accommodate his high priesthood in the kingdom through Melchizedek.
